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The Shaping Of Ismaili Community In Badakhshan 
Sergei Andreyev 
 
This paper deals with the origins, cultural and historical development and socio-political outlook of 
the Ismaili community in the frontier regions of Afghan and Tajik Badakhshan. It also considers the 
importance of this community's complicated ethno-linguistic position for the development of the 
distinct school of Badakhshani Ismailism, which helped Badakhshani Ismailis to preserve their 
identity under the pressure of forced assimilation and domination of alien political structures. While 
concentrating mainly on late medieval and colonial periods the paper also considers the 
implications of religious and ethnic isolation for modern developments in Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan. 


