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How long was Sogdian spoken in Transoxiana? (a Toponymical Approach)
P.B. Lurje

It is known that the East Iranian Sogdian language or some of its dialects were spoken by the inhabitants of
Zaravshan and Kashkadarya valleys and Tashkent oasis from the deep antiquity until the 11th century. The
last  dated texts and the notes about this language in the foreign sources are attributed to this time.  A
descendant of a dialect very close to literary Sogdian, namely the Yaghnobi  language is still surviving in the
highland valley of Yaghnob. But, as for the main oases, such as Samarkand, Bukhara, Tashkent, Qarshi, we
have no information on the language from the 11th  century onwards. Yet the absence of evidence is not the
evidence of absence. A more precise information on this subject can be useful for the ethnic history of
Central Asia. In this paper,  I shall try to use the toponymical  data in order  to show that Sogdian was
probably spoken in  rural areas around Bukhara till the 16th century, while large towns, such as Bukhara and
Samarkand were already persianized in the 10th century.
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